DAUGHTERS   OF   QUEEN   VICTORIA

mother held just the same views as she did. As for
England's neutrality in the war, about which Vicky
had made some very bitter observations, Alice was
content to know that the Queen felt very deeply for
Germany and was doing all she could. It was a
crime to have caused the war, but there she left it
without any recrimination or abuse for the French,
and when it was over she drew no moral lessons
from the frivolous nation and the Emperor who had
corrupted Europe. All she cared to remember was
that the war had brought Germany together, and
that the resentment in the smaller States over Prussian
annexations was dead.

In England meantime the Queen had been much
exercised over the marriage of her fourth daughter
Princess Louise. She had passed her twenty-first
birthday in the Spring of 1869, and was already older
than any of her elder sisters had been when they
were wed. It would have been in accordance with
precedent to have been looking out for some suitable
German Prince, but Princess Louise found such a
future extremely distasteful. She much preferred to
make a British marriage and to spend her life in
England, The Queen entirely agreed with her, and
when the Grown Princess suggested a marriage with
a Prussian Prince, she wrote to her in her firmest
style saying that neither she nor Louise would hear
of it and the matter " must be considered at an end/3
That the daughter of a reigning Sovereign should
marry a subject was at that time a very startling
proposition. Such an alliance had not been con-
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